
Minutes of the Meeting of the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (SG)
held on the 13 August 2019 in the Pumpkin Room, Village Hall

Members in attendance: Diane Burleigh (Chair), Jonty Wild (Deputy Chair), Gil
Burleigh, Lorna Sexton, Tom Gammell, Ann Webb

1. Apologies for Absence

Nick Parkin

2. Minutes of the Meeting Held on the 23 August 2019

These were agreed as a true record of the meeting

3. Matters Arising

There were none that were not already on the agenda.

4. Update on Emerging Local Plan

TG and DB reported that David Barnard and Clare Strong had been in touch
with the Parish Council. It is their view that the Local Plan may take another
year. DB pointed out that in his letter, the Inspector emphasised his keenness
to have a made Local Plan as soon as possible.

5. Monitoring the use of the Neighbourhood Plan, January 2018 to July
2019: TASKS

(a)The individual members of the PNPSG reported back and shared the
results of reviewing the decisions made on planning applications in Pirton
since January 2018. DB had asked each one to report on whether or not the
PNPSG had been consulted; if they responded, the PNP policies referred to ;
likewise the PPC; within the NHDC Officers report or delegated file note,
which PNP policies were quoted, and which, if any, were then used to support
or reject the application, or not mentioned further.

(b)The pattern so far appeared to be that policies were often listed, but not
further referred to; in some cases there were no delegated file note on the
NHDC planning portal. In other cases, the Officers seemed to treat the PNP
policies as an afterthought, as if the Officers still had not grasped that PNP
policies are NHDC policies for Pirton. There also appeared to be some lack of
consistency as to the application of policies between applications on the same
site.

(c.) DB will collate all the responses and set out such patterns as emerge,
including whether acknowledgement and application has improved over time,
which would be expected.

6. Drawing Any Lessons So far.

(a) Some other patterns are emerging about the interpretation of policies,
including a developer suggesting that they can develop outside the boundary
(given very short shrift by the Inspector for the Gladman appeal), and the
identification of design etc in “the immediate vicinity” of the proposed
development, particularly on edge of village development i.e. what is “the



immediate vicinity”; the use of “permitted development” and its interplay the
PNP Policies; the need for greater specificity on heights and numbers of
“storeys” in new builds, as well as “density” and “scale”; and a general lack of
consistency in the use of policies, although this may improve as NHDC get
used to them.

(b) There appears generally to be little attempt to weigh the policies (or any
policies) in any discussion. The meeting recognised that inevitably in most
applications there is an element of personal discretion for a Planning Officer
when weighing the issues and policies. However, the PNPSG also recognise
the right of the community to understand how discretion is likely to be
exercised in individual cases i.e. how policies will be applied and when. This
will form part of the discussion with NHDC. In the meantime, DB will check if
there is any readily available guidance from The Royal Institute of Town
Planning.

(c) The meeting also would like to understand how the PNP Policies are used
by the NHDC in particular in any pre-application discussion

(d) A general concern arose as to the matters that should be dealt with at
“Outline Planning” stage, i.e. those which, if not raised at Outline are
impossible to raise at “Reserved Matters” stage. This should form part of the
discussion with NHDC.

(e) The meeting would also like to better understand the role of Ward
Councillors in calling in applications.

(f) The status of the Village Design Statement and the Pirton Character
Assessment needs clarification with/at NHDC.

7. Update on NHDC Data

DB had contacted Clare Skeels who had arranged for some data to be sent.
This was shared with the PNPSG. However, it was not the data DB thought
NHDC collected; DB to go back and seek clarification with Clare Skeels.

8. Potential Meeting with the NHDC Planning Policy and Development
Control Officers

To be taken forward, after further work.

AOB:

DB updated the meeting with news of the progress of other Neighbourhood
Plans.

Date of Next Meeting:

3 or 4 September 2019, DB to confirm, and venue to be confirmed 8.00 pm.

The meeting closed at 9. 30 pm.




