
Minutes of the Meeting of the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (SG)
held on the 3 September 2019 in the Pumpkin Room, Village Hall

Members in attendance: Diane Burleigh (Chair), Jonty Wild (Deputy Chair), Gil
Burleigh, Lorna Sexton, Tom Gammell, Nick Parkin

1. Apologies for Absence

Ann Webb

2. Minutes of the Meeting Held on the 13 August 2019

These were agreed as a true record of the meeting

3. Matters Arising

DB reported that she had written to Clare Skeels in accordance with Minute 7
but had not had a reply. She expressed concern at emails to the planning
office not receiving a reply, which is unusual. Further discussion took place at
item 7 below.

4. Update on Emerging Local Plan

There was no further news on this.

5. Update on Neighbourhood Planning Generally

DB reported that Wymondley had a successful referendum at the end of
August, and that Preston were appointing an Examiner.

6. Monitoring the use of the Neighbourhood Plan, January 2018 to July
2019: Update on Tasks

DB shared a first effort at drawing the information shared by individual
members as a result of the review of planning decisions. She reported that it
was a slow and detailed task, and with the consent of the PNPSG (given) she
would work with Ann Webb to go more thoroughly through each one and so
better draw conclusions. Not surprisingly, the policies most listed by NHDC
were PNPs 1,2 and 13. PNP12 had not been referred to at all; PNP10 and 7
only once each. A significant number of reports failed to list any policies at all;
and an equally concerning number failed to discuss any or only some of the
policies listed.

7.. Drawing Any Lessons So far.

There was nothing new emerging since August’s meeting.

However, attention was drawn to the Decision on the access to West Lane
Farm. DB and GB (having declared their interest as Officers of the North
Hertfordshire Archaeological Society) reported that the Planning Officer’s
decision and delegated file note made no reference to PNP8 or to
archaeology generally although the NHAS, PPC and PNPSG had all raised it
in their responses. On behalf of the NHAS GB had written to ask for an
explanation. The reply referred him to the NHDC complaints process. After
discussion It Was Agreed that the PNPSG too would query this and, if



necessary, make a complaint. Examples were given of an increasing
tendency of Officers not to respond to enquiries by PNPSG and PPC. DB
would write to enquire, and if necessary use the FOI procedure, as to the
number of complaints received by NHDC that have led to government “fines”
in the last 2 years.

8. Potential Meeting with the NHDC Planning Policy and Development
Control Officers

It was agreed that DB should write to Simon Ellis to ask for a meeting, which
meeting would probably be in October/early November.

AOB:

There was no AOB

Date of Next Meeting:

23 September 2019, (venue to be confirmed) 8.00 pm.

The meeting closed at 8.57 pm.


